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Welcome from the Headmaster 
 
Dear Parents and Guardians

I would very much like to welcome you all to our new Year 10 Prospectus 2020-21.

Each year we strive to offer the courses that our students are engaged and 
interested in, at a variety of different learning levels. We offer traditional GCSE 
subjects, such as History and Geography, but we also offer more practical based 
courses, including Agriculture and Engineering. 

Our dedicated team of teachers ensure that every student is given the guidance 
and support needed to enable them to succeed on their chosen pathway. Small 
class sizes allow all students to receive the quality teaching time they need.

Bredon’s strong pastoral support team continues to develop our students’ 
wellbeing in and around school, while our extensive extra-curricular programme 
allows students to experience a rounded education at Bredon School. The Duke 
of Edinburgh Award Scheme is offered from Bronze Award through to Silver 
and Gold Award, and the School’s Combined Cadet Force continues to grow, 
attending events within the local community and developing key skills such 
as leadership, team work and resilience.

I hope this prospectus inspires our students to aim for their dreams.

Kindest Regards

Mr Nick Oldham 
Headmaster
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Choosing 
your options

The courses you take will depend to an extent on how 
you have been getting on in Year 9. It is important that 
you take courses in Year 10/11 that you can get good 
grades in and that you enjoy. We want to make sure 
everyone is on the right course, where the work is 
neither too hard nor too easy. Getting the balance right 
means that you will have exactly what you need to move 
to the next level when you come to think about Sixth 
Form options. 

Some things to think about when choosing options:

• Try to pick subjects that you are most interested  
 in. You will be studying them for the next two years,  
 so it is important to go for courses that you will stay   
 interested in, from start to finish.

• Try to pick subjects that you are already doing well in.   
 If you’re getting on really well in a subject, it could be   
 a sign that it is worth studying at a higher level in Year  
 10/11.

• Think about whether you prefer subjects that involve   
 only coursework, a mix of coursework and exams,   
 or exams only. Studying only courses which involve   
 coursework can sometimes be harder because you   
 might find there is a lot of writing and project work   
 to do all year around. It is sometimes good to mix 
 these with examined subjects too.

• Think carefully about what you want to do when you   
 finish Year 11. You should try to choose courses now 
 which could lead to the kind of courses you might   
 hope to take in the Sixth Form.

• Finally, talk to your personal tutor, subject teachers   
 and parents about your choices. It is good to keep 
 talking over and discussing what you are going to  
 do before you make your final choices. 

In this prospectus you will find the course 
profiles for all the options that are available 
to study in Year 10 at Bredon School from 
September 2020. There are a number of 
fantastic new courses which have been added 
to our exciting range of existing courses.  
We are constantly reviewing our qualifications 
so that you have the best choices open to you.
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Course levels
The different course levels and types available can be 
confusing at times. Courses vary a lot and making good 
decisions is much easier when you know more about 
how courses are taught, assessed and graded.

GCSEs and Level 2 courses are graded 1-9, grade 9 
being the highest A* equivalent. A Grade 4 would be the 
equivalent of the previous C grade, being the minimum 
standard that all students studying at this level should 
aim for. Level 2 vocational courses often equate to a 
minimum of achieving a grade 4 at GCSE, although 
grades of Distinction and Merit are at a higher level.

Level 1 courses are designed for students who are 
unlikely to get a 9 to 4 at GCSE and need a slightly more 
supportive pathway. We now offer a much wider choice 
at Level 1 than before. Technically, they are equivalent  
to the lower end of the GCSE grade range for vocational 
qualifications.

Entry Level courses are designed for pupils who are  
not yet ready to take GCSEs in a particular subject  
area. They show achievement of students below the 
usual GCSE grading range, meaning that a student who 
would not ordinarily get a pass at GCSE can receive  
a qualification for what they are able to do.

If you are at all unsure which level is suitable for  
you, please discuss this with Mrs Hamilton, Deputy  
Head Academic, who would be more than happy to 
discuss further. 

 

Course types
There are two main types of qualifications. 
Both are suitable for later studying at a higher 
level in Sixth Form or gaining employment. 

1
GCSEs – These usually require learning theories,  
facts and ideas, applying them to different situations,  
and remembering them for an exam. There may also  
be controlled assessments or coursework but this usually 
makes up a smaller proportion of the grade than the 
examination does (each course proforma will give precise 
details on how the course is structured). Traditional 
GCSEs rely mainly on covering a wide range of subject 
content and attempting to make sense of the material 
over a long period of time, with key examinations taking 
place at the end of Year 11. 

7



8 9

2
OCR Nationals, Cambridge Technical and 
Edexcel BTECs – These usually require studying  
a range of topics and producing coursework in the form 
of projects, reports, essays, practicals, videos and other 
assignments. Some of these courses also have a smaller 
‘exam like’ element, where work is marked outside of 
school, however, you can often retake these if you do not 
get the grade you need. The main focus is on learning in 
a way that is more relevant to the workplace, aiming to 
develop the skills needed to study the subject in a Sixth 
Form and become an independent learner. They are not 
easier than GCSEs, just a different way of learning and 
being assessed.

To allow you to choose your options, we place your 
subject choices into subject blocks. This means that 
you will need to choose your preferred subject from 
each block. The reason we have to put subjects in 
blocks is so that we can make sure that the best 
combinations of subjects are available.
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How we check  
your progress

SLS provision

Throughout your studies, we like to keep a close eye on 
how you are doing. In the first few weeks, your teachers 
will be looking to see if these courses are suitable for 
you. We prefer not to make changes to courses after the 
end of September, so you need to let us know if you feel 
things are not going well on one or more of your courses. 
We will of course contact you if we feel that things are 
not going well and talk to you about alternatives.

Most pupils enjoy their courses and make good progress 
because we have made sure that they are the right 
level for you. However, some find them too easy or too 
difficult, so it is important that we discuss this at the 
earliest opportunity. We will also seek feedback from 
all teachers and Heads of Departments, to ensure that 
everything is going well. 
 
 

For many of our students the continuance of Specialised 
Learning Support is key to course success. In these 
small group sessions, students are able to focus on their 
individual subjects and receive additional support in key 
areas. Should you require further information, please  
do not hesitate to contact Mrs Weston, Inclusion Manager. 
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Tutor groups

 

Extra curriculum

Our strong pastoral support continues into Year 10 
and 11, offering small tutor groups, supported by our 
dedicated teaching staff. Your tutor will be your key 
contact throughout the school day, offering the daily 
guidance and advice needed for your success.

Whilst students continue to develop their academic 
knowledge, students will also have the opportunity to 
access many of the additional extra curriculum activities 
offered at school.

Our Duke of Edinburgh programme commences in 
Year 10, works through Bronze and Silver Awards, and 
continues to Gold Award in our Sixth Form.

The Combined Cadet Force (CCF) continues to go from 
strength to strength, with the opportunity to study 
Uniformed Services Course in Sixth form.

For further information about life at Bredon during 
Year 10 and 11, contact:  
Mr Monk, Director of Teaching and Learning 
monkk@bredonschool.co.uk
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“GCSE Art is a great start to the creative 
courses. It allowed me to work on a theme 
of my choice with the support and guidance 
throughout. It was my first glimpse of being  
an artist.” Student 

 
How is the course structured and graded? 
You will create two projects. The coursework project 
is worth 60% of your final mark. The set task project is 
worth 40%. You will have a controlled assessment at the 
end of the year of your coursework project plus a 10 hour 
exam in the Spring Term of Year 11 in which to complete 
one outcome for your set task project. The course is 
graded on the usual GCSE scale. Please see the OCR 
website for further details.

Will this course be suitable for me? 
To be successful on this course you will need to be 
enthusiastic and committed to the subject. You will 
need to be motivated to complete work away from the 
classroom and be keen to experiment with different 
materials and techniques. You will be required to put  
in an extra three hours on top of your timetabled lessons 
each week.

What could this course lead to? 
Students who take this course can go on to study it at 
AS/A2 Level. This further opens up fantastic pathways  
to Art Foundation Courses and Degrees in the Arts.

OCR GCSE 

You will create a portfolio of artwork in Year 10 
based on a starting point of your choice. This 
will be followed by an exam project set by OCR 
in January of Year 11. Your projects will need to 
include artist research and reference to cultural 
links, experimentation with different materials 
and techniques, and the creation of a personal 
final piece. The course combines practical and 
theory, with the study of artists feeding into your 
own creativity.

Course contact:  
Mrs Haines 

 
Assessment: Mix of coursework  
and examination 

 
Progression: Accepted for Sixth  
Form entry
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“I found the course varied and interesting.  
I love being outside and working with  
the animals, they give me a great sense  
of satisfaction!” Student 

 
How is the course structured and graded? 
In this course you can gain a number of credits from 
completing various tasks within each module. Upon 
completion the number of credits will be calculated  
and a Level 1 or Level 2 Award will be given. 

Will this course be suitable for me? 
The course involves a great deal of practical work.  
You will be on the farm for most lessons, taking part in 
husbandry tasks and helping the Farm Manager with 
the day to day running of the farm. You should enjoy 
working with animals and being outdoors. There is also 
an element of written work.

What could this course lead to? 
This course is aimed at pupils who may wish to study for 
a BTEC Level 2 Certificate in Agriculture in Sixth Form.

Land Based Sector

You will learn the basic aspects of agriculture on 
a principally livestock farm. You will learn how 
to provide the principles of livestock husbandry 
across the range of animals we have on our 
farm. Modules include Agriculture, Horticulture, 
Animal Care, Environment and Countryside 
Management and Health and Safety. 

 

Course contact:  
Miss G Lamb 

 
Assessment: Coursework only 

 
Progression: Works towards GCSE 
Level
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OCR National Certificate Level 1/2 

This exciting course in Enterprise and  
Marketing will help you develop the business 
skills demanded by employers today. It offers 
a broad understanding of the key Business 
elements (Marketing, Finance, Human 
Resources and Operations) as well as external 
influences on business. Coursework focuses 
specifically on Marketing.

 
“I really enjoyed learning about the real world. 
It doesn’t matter what you want to do, business 
will always be useful. Having an understanding 
of how business works puts you one step 
ahead of others in the job world. I enjoyed the 
assessment through practical work and the trips 
and visits on the course were great as well.”  
Student 

 

Business: Enterprise  
and Marketing

How is the course structured and graded? 
Students will learn and apply their knowledge and 
skills using a variety of methods, such as investigation 
(internet and real-world businesses), formal written 
assignments, reports and presentations to class. We also 
visit businesses and invite guest speakers. The course will 
be assessed by exam (50%) and coursework (50%). The 
coursework comprises the development of a business 
proposal and a pitch of that proposal to an audience  
(the audience need not be large for those who do not 
relish such situations). 

Will this course be suitable for me? 
An interest in the business world is important. With 
a large emphasis on coursework, it is important that 
students become independent learners. Engaging 
content and practical learning will allow you to develop 
business acumen and enterprising skills.

What could this course lead to? 
This course is ideal for studying Business related 
courses or preparing for the workplace. Students taking 
this course have gone on to study Business at Level 3. 
Others have moved onto apprenticeships in business  
or employment.  

Course contact:  
Mrs Thomas 

 
Assessment: Mix of coursework  
and examination 

 
Progression: Accepted for Sixth  
Form entry

How is the course structured and graded? 
The course is an Entry Level course and is made up  
of separate units which include challenges such as 
researching successful businesses and running your  
own enterprise project.

Will this course be suitable for me? 
This course is suitable for students who might find 
the GCSE pathway challenging and would benefit 
from developing confidence whilst learning in a safe 
environment. This course is ideal for students who are 
also taking other Entry Level courses. 
 

“I found this course a lot of fun and enjoyable. 
The teachers helped me to become better 
at studying and understanding how to solve 
problems.” Student

 
What could this course lead to? 
This course provides the opportunity to study CoPE 
(Certificate of Personal Effectiveness) Level 1 or 2 in  
the Sixth Form, which builds on what has been studied 
in Years 10 and 11.

Enterprise

This will involve you running your own 
business enterprise. You will develop skills to 
allow you to do this such as communication, 
teamwork, negotiation and personal selling. 
You will also learn who to target with your 
products, how to calculate costs, revenue 
and profit, and how to market your business 
successfully. 

Course contact:  
Mrs Morris 

 
Assessment: Coursework only 

 
Progression: Works towards  
GCSE level
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Eduqas GCSE 

This course is designed to build on basic 
skills and knowledge acquired at KS3 in 
Years 7, 8 and 9. It allows you to develop a 
broad knowledge of cookery and a detailed 
understanding of the related nutrition. It will 
help you develop a wide range of practical 
cookery skills as well as improving skills such 
as planning, organisation and timekeeping. 
The course covers the science behind cookery, 
enabling you to be able to explain what 
happens to the ingredients in the preparation 
and cooking processes.

How is the course structured and graded? 
The first year is all about learning and working with 
the various food commodities. Fruit, vegetables, dairy, 
meat, fish, rice and pasta products are all covered. Each 
week, you will cook a dish related to one of the food 
groups and at the end of each six week block, you have 
the opportunity to showcase your own chosen recipe. 
The second year is a busy year where you carry out an 
investigation into a given topic (worth 15%), a practical 
assessment (worth 35%) and a final exam (worth 50%).

Will this course be suitable for me? 
This course will appeal to students who enjoy working 
in a practical situation and have a passion for food. This 
course is not a cooking course, even though it has a 
strong practical element. As with all Level 2 courses, 
there is an expectation that the learner is able to carry 
out in-depth research, writing and analysis about given 
food topics. Students will also need to be able to work 
independently and have a desire to continually improve. 
 

“I love the way this course has challenged me 
to become better. Not only in my cooking 
but in the way I choose more difficult and 
different recipes to make.” Student

 
What could this course lead to? 
This course could potentially lead on to further study  
or an apprenticeship in the catering industry. Many  
who take this course move onto a Hospitality course  
in our Sixth Form. Courses include the BTEC Level 3 
Award in Hospitality and the BTEC Technical Certificate 
in Patisserie.

Course contact:  
Mr Crwys-Williams 

 
Assessment: Mix of coursework  
and examination 

 
Progression: Accepted for Sixth  
Form entry
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How is the course structured and graded? 
Assignments will be assessed by your tutor or assessor 
using a range of methods. This could include tasks set by 
CACHE such as designing charts or leaflets, coursework 
or methods such as oral questioning.

Will this course be suitable for me? 
These qualifications are suitable for you if you are 
considering a career in caring for children. They could 
also support you with re-engaging with learning and help 
you enter the childcare workforce.

What could this course lead to? 
This course is specifically designed to give real world 
experience of the childcare and education sector.  
This course gives some good opportunities to make 
contacts in the field and gain references from employers.  
It is ideal preparation for our Level 3 course in Sixth Form. 
 

“I have experienced working in a nursery on 
this course. The mentors were really welcoming 
and I have gained experience and confidence.” 
Student

Course contact:  
Mrs Thomas 

 
Assessment: Coursework 

 
Progression: Level 1 accepted 
for Sixth Form entry into Level 2 
qualifications. Level 2 accepted for 
Sixth Form into Level 3 qualifications

Edexcel BTEC Level 1 Certificate 

This course is designed to build on basic skills 
and knowledge acquired at Key Stage 3 in Years 
7, 8 and 9. This course gives students a general 
introduction to the hospitality industry including: 
food preparation and cooking, food and drink 
service, and accommodation. It will give you 
the tools to enable you to work part-time in the 
industry or find a suitable work experience.

How is the course structured and graded? 
Assessment is based upon 100% coursework. Students 
will take a minimum of five units that will include the 
Hospitality Industry, Food Preparation and Cooking, Food 
and Drinks Service, and Food Commodities. The units are 
graded as a pass/fail and each unit will need to be passed 
for successful completion of the course. This course is 
externally moderated.

Will this course be suitable for me? 
This course will appeal to those students who enjoy 
getting ‘stuck in’ and enjoy all things related to food and 
drink. It will cover both cookery and food service and has 
a large practical element to it. 
 

“I cannot wait to start this course, I have loved 
the cooking in Year 9.” Student

 
What could this course lead to? 
This course could potentially lead on to further study, a 
traineeship or an apprenticeship in the catering industry. 
Many who take this course move onto the Hospitality 
course in our Sixth Form. 

Course contact:  
Mr Crwys-William 

 
Assessment: Coursework only 

 
Progression: Accepted for Sixth Form 
entry into Level 2 qualifications

CACHE Level 1/2 Diploma 

These qualifications encourage an understanding 
of the knowledge and the skills needed to care 
for young children. They cover children’s growth, 
learning and development. There are also units 
to help with self-development.

Catering:

Hospitality  
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Cisco Industry 
Certifications: Level 2 

Cisco IT Essentials  
Panduit & Networking 
Infrastructure (PNIE) 

CompTIA A+ 

>>>
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Cisco IT Essentials 

This is an industry certification course at Level 
2 (GCSE). In Cisco IT Essentials you will learn 
about computer components, how to identify 
different components, and how to strip and 
rebuild a computer. You will learn how to load 
operating systems and software to make your 
computer work effectively. You will learn about 
printers, tablets and smart phones and their 
operating systems. You will also learn about 
viruses, worms and security. 

How is the course structured and graded? 
Cisco IT Essentials consists of 14 chapters. At the end  
of each chapter students take a chapter exam. At the  
end of the course students do a final theory exam as well  
as a final practical exam. Students must gain 70% in both 
theory and practical exams to pass the course.

“Love it! The course is very much hands on  
and the combination of theory and practical 
work suits my learning style.” Student

Panduit & Network Infrastructure (PNIE) 

This is an industry certification course at 
Level 2 (GCSE). Panduit and Networking 
Infrastructure (PNIE) is the cabling course on 
offer. You will learn about the different cables, 
including copper cables and fibre-optic cables 
that are used in a computer network. You will 
learn how to punch down cables, create patch 
leads and test your cabling skills in a practical 
lab. You will learn how signals are sent down a 
cable and what factors influence that signal. You 
will also learn to use various networking tools. 

How is the course structured and graded? 
The PNIE course consists of seven chapters each 
addressing various aspects of cabling. At the end of each 
chapter there is a quiz and at the end of the course you 
will sit both a theory and a practical exam. Students must 
gain 70% in both the theory and practical exams to pass 
the course.

CompTIA A+

This is an industry certification course at  
Level 3. This course will only apply to students 
who have successfully completed the Cisco 
IT Essentials and PNIE courses within the 
targeted time period. 

What will I study? 
This course is similar to the Cisco IT Essentials course. 
The course material is very much the same but with 
more focus on the finer detail. The course is split 
into two parts: hardware and software. The hardware 
side will be familiar as it is mostly covered in the 
IT Essentials course. The software component has 
additional material that will be studied.  

How is the course structured and graded? 
Students will follow the CompTIA Certmaster Revision 
program. This is an online question and answer 
program. At the end of the course students will sit two 
external exams at a Pearson Vue Exam Centre. Passing 
requirements are different depending on the exam. 

General Information 
All course materials are available online. Students 
will become members of the Cisco Network 
Academy and will be able to access the material 
from anywhere with an internet connection. 
Students will also have a study guide (a question 
and answer sheet) that will be available through 
Google Classroom. All study guides will have to  
be completed within a stipulated deadline. All 
work and information is thus available to both 
students and parents at all times. 

Will the courses be suitable for me?  
If you are interested in computers and enjoy 
subjects with a large practical element then you 
will enjoy this subject. Do take note that none of 
the courses have large written parts and there is 
no coursework in any of these. If you are prepared 
to work hard, our courses will offer you a route  
to a bright future. These are intensive courses  
and students have to work hard.

What could these courses lead to?  
Students normally continue with the Cisco CCNA 
Routing & Switching course in our Sixth Form. 
Students who may find the CCNA course difficult 
will be able to follow on with our Networking 
Essentials course. At the end, the main focus 
is to gain a proper IT apprenticeship. Many 
of our students have found their way to an 
apprenticeship and successful career in the  
IT Sector.

Course contact:  
Mr Neethling 

 
Additional fees: There is a termly 
fee of £80. This fee will cover all text 
books, online registrations, internal 
exams and local visits. External 
Industry Certification exams are not 
covered by the fee. In addition to the 
fee, a major subsidy from Bredon 
School makes CISCO study possible 
for our students. 

 
Assessment: Examination only 

 
Progression: Accepted for entry  
to CCNA at Sixth Form
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AQA GCSE 

This course teaches innovation and iterative 
design, taking students through a process 
of making products and prototypes using  
a range of materials, tools and processes.  
You will also apply mathematical and scientific 
knowledge and learn about manufacturing and 
environmental issues. Students study one area 
in depth such as timbers or textiles.

AQA Unit award scheme with most projects 
at Entry Level

The use of materials as well as components, 
tools, processes and finishes to design and 
make quality products and carry out practical 
tasks. The focus can be on either Resistant 
Materials (wood, metal, polymers and ‘smart’ 
materials) or Textiles.

How is the course structured and graded? 
The Iterative Design Challenge is a single task that is 
carried out in class and is worth 50% of the qualification. 
The other 50% of the qualification covers the principles 
of design and technology in an examination with 
questions covering both ‘core’ and ‘in-depth’ knowledge 
of design technology as well as mathematics and science. 

Will this course be suitable for me? 
This course teaches students to become creative and 
critical thinkers, developing skills to design and deliver 
prototypes that solve real and relevant problems. You will 
gain skills which would be useful in a wide range of jobs, 
in further study and in your personal life, developing 
decision making skills as well as planning and organising. 
There are written aspects as well as practical work as 
part of this course. 
 

“You need to do written work and remember 
some facts as well as doing practical work.” 
Student 
 
What could this course lead to? 
The study of Design and Technology can lead to a future 
career in product design, engineering, architecture, 
fashion and graphic design. It will develop your design 
and thinking skills that open up a world of possibility.

How is the course structured and graded? 
The Unit Award Scheme is a way of accrediting skills 
through certification but is not a formal qualification. It 
allows you to build practical skills through project work, 
each of which are then certificated at an equivalent level. 
By the end of the course you will have a portfolio of 
work demonstrating your skills and certification for each 
project completed. This can be used to take to employers 
as a record of your skills and achievements. 

Will this course be suitable for me? 
Do you enjoy learning about materials and processes 
as well as designing and making things? You’ll need to 
carry out practical work safely and accurately to achieve 
high quality products. This course is ideal for you if you 
like hands-on practical learning and are willing to turn 
imaginative ideas into reality.  
 

“The course was challenging but very 
interesting. Although there is practical work, 
there is some planning and preparation, which 
is important too.” Student

 
What could this course lead to? 
This course could lead to a GCSE with further work in 
the future. It could help create some great career options 
in a range of different industries, especially if you are  
also taking Engineering, as well as provide access to 
further training.

Course contact:  
Mrs Simpson 

 
Assessment: Mix of coursework  
and examination 

 
Progression: Accepted for Sixth  
Form entry

Course contact:  
Mrs Simpson 

 
Assessment: Coursework only 

 
Progression: Works towards  
GCSE level
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Edexcel Level 2 BTEC First Award

On this course you will learn about: how 
engineering and engineers have shaped the 
modern world; how products are resourced, 
designed and manufactured; how engineers 
and engineering are at the forefront of making 
our planet a cleaner and greener place; how 
engineering is a universal language spoken 
all over the world; and how new production 
techniques are leading to increasingly 
advanced products. 

How is the course structured and graded? 
This qualification is available as a three unit Award 
that is equivalent to a single GCSE. In the first year 
you will study units covering: The Engineered World 
(this is a compulsory unit and is externally examined), 
Investigating Engineering Products and Machining 
Techniques. These units are graded at a Pass, Merit, 
Distinction and Distinction*. These are equivalent  
to grades 4 - 9 at GCSE level.

Will this course be suitable for me? 
This course is a mixture of continual assessment and 
a final exam. While containing a range of practical 
elements, it does have a written and research element. 
If you have a genuine interest in engineering and are 
hoping to develop your skills and abilities with a view 
to a career in the engineering world, this is an ideal 
course for you. It will give you a springboard into the 
engineering world beyond Bredon School. It is also an 
ideal companion subject to Maths, Science and Law. 
 

“The things I learned about Health and Safety 
have really helped me when I was setting up 
my own business.” Student

 
What could this course lead to? 
This course could lead to an engaging and fulfilling 
career in a wide range of engineering fields from 
automotive to aeronautics. It could also lead to further 
more in-depth and specialised studies on our Level 3 
course in the Sixth Form.

Engineering

Course contact:  
Mr Wright 

 
Assessment: Mix of coursework  
and examination 

 
Progression: Accepted for Sixth Form 
entry into Level 3 qualifications
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English Language 
AQA Step up to English (Entry Levels 1-3)

You will study: 
1. Reading and comprehension 
2. Writing 
3. Spoken language

How is the course structured and graded? 
Silver step is achievable at Entry 1 or 2. Students 
complete two x Component 1; the Spoken Language 
task comprises of a recorded group discussion, with 
appropriate responses awarded marks. Reading entails 
three x linked transactional texts. Writing one piece of 
transactional writing. One x Component 2 = two literary 
texts and one piece of creative writing. Each component 
carries 60 marks (180 altogether).

Gold step is at Entry Level 3 and is a pass or fail. 
Component balance is as for Silver level. The group 
discussion is followed with individual presentations/
responding to questions and feedback. There are three 
linked reading tasks, with short form questions. One 
extended writing task completes the requirement of 
Component 1. Component 2 comprises of two linked 
literary texts from 19th, 20th and 21st centuries for 
reading and one extended piece of creative writing.  
180 marks are available as for Silver level.

All components are attempted in Controlled Assessment 
(examination) conditions, in a classroom setting. 

Will this course be suitable for me? 
This course is designed to stretch, challenge and 
encourage students who are working at Entry Level.  
Entry Level courses are suitable for students who are 
not yet working at GCSE standard. They are intended 
to enable students to develop the skills needed to read 
and understand a range of texts, besides writing clearly, 
coherently and accurately, using a range of vocabulary 
and sentence structures. Gold step is intended for 
students who may progress to GCSE or Functional 
English pathways at Level 1 and 2.

What have other students said about the course?  
Students appreciate the flexibility of working in their 
normal classroom situation. They also comment upon 
the ability to attempt Controlled Assessments in short 
15-20 minute sections. With no examination requirement, 
students at Entry Level often prefer this learning 
approach. The fact that the Components are about the 
same topic area also suits some students’ learning styles.

What could this course lead to? 
Silver step (Entry Level 1 or 2) leads directly on to the 
Gold step (Entry Level 3). Gold step (Entry Level 3) can 
either lead to GCSE or Functional English at Level 1 or 2. 

Course contact:  
Mrs Boakes 

 
Assessment: Coursework only 

 
Progression: Accepted for Sixth Form 
entry into Level 2 qualifications

C O R E  S U B J E C T

English Language   
Cambridge IGCSE

Government changes have meant that the 
British GCSE specifications are more difficult 
to attain the higher grades for many pupils in 
the UK, so Bredon School has decided to use 
the International GCSE instead. This well-
respected and popular course retains written 
coursework, worth 50%. The final exam,  
also worth 50%, tests reading and writing  
skills. Speaking and listening can be assessed  
as a separate part of the qualification.

How is the course structured and graded? 
There are three pieces of written coursework to complete 
(two which test writing skills only and a third which also 
tests reading skills) and these may be drafted in class and 
worked on until they are as good as possible. Students 
may also undertake a range of oral tasks. The final exam 
tests both reading and writing skills. The final grading will 
be from levels 1 - 9.

Will this course be suitable for me? 
As a core subject, this course is compulsory. Bredon 
has chosen the IGCSE because it is flexible and allows 
students to succeed at their highest possible potential. 

What have other students said about the course?  
Year 11 students who have been entered so far have 
enjoyed the course. They particularly like the fact they 
are writing coursework which can be redrafted rather 
than controlled assessments which cannot. The scope 
of the course also allows for a wide range of literary 
material to be used as a basis for written work.

What could this course lead to? 
Many Level 3 courses and jobs cannot be undertaken 
unless you have a Level 2 qualification in English, so this 
course is really important, regardless of what you might 
like to do later in life. Students who do not get a level 4 
in IGCSE English will always automatically do retakes in 
the Sixth Form, in line with government policy.

Course contact:  
Mr Milton 

 
Assessment: Mix of coursework  
and examination 

 
Progression: Accepted for Sixth  
Form entry

C O R E  S U B J E C T C O R E  S U B J E C T
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Course contact:  
Mr Milton 

 
Assessment: Mix of coursework  
and examination 

 
Progression: Accepted for Sixth  
Form entry

Functional Skills English  
Levels 1 & 2: AQA

Using a range of non-fiction texts and 
situations based around the world of work, 
you will learn how to respond using a variety 
of written formats such as reports, emails, 
letters and articles. Literacy skills will also 
be reinforced and taught in order to write 
accurately and to present yourself in  
a professional and legible manner.

How is the course structured and graded? 
The course is divided into three examined parts. The first 
part tests your response to reading non-literary texts 
such as leaflets or articles. You will then have to respond 
to summarise ideas in the article or comment on what is 
written. The second examination is a writing test where 
you complete two written tasks. The final section is a 
speaking and listening test. You are graded either  
a Pass or Fail at Levels 1 and 2. 

Will this course be suitable for me? 
Your English teacher will guide you as to whether this  
is the correct core option in English for you.

What have other students said about the course?  
Some students prefer this course to IGCSE English 
language because it uses real life situations and factual 
texts rather than responding to fictional texts. 

What could this course lead to? 
Many colleges and universities accept a Level 2 Pass 
in lieu of a grade C or numerical grade 4 at GCSE. The 
work you do in Functional Skills gives a firm foundation 
in communications for a wide range of employment 
opportunities.

Course contact:  
Mr Milton 

 
Assessment: Coursework only 

 
Progression: Accepted for Sixth Form 
entry into Level 2 qualifications

English Literature 
Cambridge IGCSE

If you are in set 1 for English you will 
automatically study this course alongside the 
IGCSE in Language. In it you will study a range 
of poems, plays and novels. Some of them will 
be assessed through written coursework and 
some in the final exam. You will cover familiar 
and also unfamiliar texts in a course that is great 
for developing your enjoyment of literature.

How is the course structured and graded? 
For the exam (worth 75%) you will study one play, one 
novel and one collection of poetry from a wide and 
interesting range. The coursework requires the close 
study of two texts. These essays may be redrafted until 
they are as good as possible. The final grading will be 
from levels 1 - 9

Will this course be suitable for me? 
If you are in set 1 you will already be enrolled on this 
course but it can be easily managed alongside the IGCSE 
in Language. It is a really good preparation for A Level 
Literature in the Sixth Form but also helps with any 
courses that involve a lot of reading and writing, such  
as History or Politics.

What have other students said about the course?  
The IGCSE is a relatively new course to Bredon but past 
students who have studied similar GCSE courses have 
really enjoyed reading and thinking about the thought-
provoking texts involved.

What could this course lead to? 
It is a well-respected international qualification which 
shows colleges and employers you have the ability to 
read and understand a range of texts. Because of this, it 
is good preparation for almost any future course of study 
or employment.

C O R E  S U B J E C T C O R E  S U B J E C T
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How is the course structured and graded? 
Paper 1: Geographical Themes (45%) written paper

Paper 2: Geographical Skills (27.5%) written paper

Coursework: Residential coastal investigation  
– Slapton Ley (27.5%) 
 
Will this course be suitable for me? 
If you are enthusiastic, have an enquiring mind and an 
interest in the world around you, then yes! If you enjoy 
exploring new places and investigating important issues 
relevant to your daily life then this is the course for you. 
Lessons are practical and draw upon multiple resources 
including video footage, news reports, photographs, data 
and recent case studies. 
 

“The course was challenging but there was 
lots of help and support for me to succeed.” 
Student

 
What could this course lead to? 
This course prepares students for further study at  
A Level. It not only complements both humanities  
and science subjects, but it also provides students  
with practical skills needed in today’s workplace such  
as decision making and problem solving.

Cambridge IGCSE

This engaging course covers three relevant 
and exciting themes, building upon your 
previous geography study: ‘Population and 
Settlement’ including world population issues, 
migration and the impact of rapid urban 
growth; ‘The Natural Environment’ including 
earthquakes and volcanoes, managing coastal 
erosion, using weather and climate data and 
ecosystems; ‘Economic Development’ including 
globalisation, renewable energy and sustainable 
development. Your geographical skills are 
developed throughout the course.

Geography

Course contact:  
Mr Monk 

 
Assessment: Mix of examination  
and coursework 

 
Progression: Accepted for Sixth  
Form entry

Film Studies

How is the course structured and graded? 
The course is divided into three parts. The first two parts 
form the examined content which tests your knowledge 
of film language and the development of cinema in 
the US and from around the world. Each exam lasts 
90 minutes. The internally assessed part of the course 
focuses on the production of a genre based film extract 
of your own, together with an evaluative analysis.

Will this course be suitable for me? 
This course is designed to build upon your own 
experiences and to encourage a recognition of how 
individuals and societies are represented. If you enjoy film, 
and are motivated to bring an initial idea to a polished 
completion, then you will enjoy GCSE Film Studies.

What could this course lead to? 
GCSE Film Studies, in addition to being an interesting 
and enjoyable subject, provides an initial foundation 
for anyone interested in studying Media, Film or Digital 
Communication courses. Several past students who have 
taken Film Studies or Media Studies at Bredon School 
have gone on to study Level 3 or 4 courses at a range  
of colleges and universities.

Eduqas, GCSE

Using popular mainstream films, as well as  
films produced from outside Hollywood, this 
course allows you to study the ways in which  
we experience films and how they communicate 
ideas, attitudes and beliefs both now and in  
the past.

“I enjoy this subject. We get the chance to do lots 
of work with films and also lots of other work 
with images. I also enjoy filming.” Student

Course contact:  
Mr Milton 

 
Assessment: Mix of coursework  
and examination 

 
Progression: Accepted for Sixth  
Form entry
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How is the course structured and graded? 
The course is an Entry Level course and is made up 
of separate units. One unit is studied each term over 
two years. Individual units can be entered at either 
Entry 2 or Entry 3 level, which is just below the range 
of GCSE grades. All units offered have either two, three 
or four credits attached to them. Award = 8-12 credits   
Certificate = 13-36 credits. This course is ideal for students 
who are also taking other Entry Level courses. 
 
Will this course be suitable for me? 
If you enjoy working as part of a group, discovering the 
world around you, and have an interest in current affairs, 
then this course can be tailored to suit your needs. It is 
best suited if GCSE Geography or GCSE History would 
be very challenging for you. 
 

“I particularly enjoyed working as a team and 
organising a successful house competition.” 
Student

 
What could this course lead to? 
Taking units on this course leads to a greater 
understanding of the world around you. This has a 
benefit in a globalised world, increasing your confidence 
and understanding, and will help in future interviews 
and work placements. It will also develop your social 
understanding and awareness.

WJEC Entry Level

This is a flexible and personalised course 
with a wide range of options, suited to the 
learner’s needs and interests. For example, 
you could choose: Responses to Conflict in 
World Events; Child Poverty and Exploitation; 
Religious Charities; Volcanoes, Earthquakes 
and Tsunamis; Looking at Your History; and 
Working Towards Goals.

Humanities
(Geography and History)

Course contact:  
Mr Monk 

 
Assessment: Coursework only 

 
Progression: Works towards  
GCSE level

History
Edexcel GCSE (1HI0)

You will cover a range of topics that develop your 
understanding of key periods of world history.

Paper 1 Thematic study has two sections: 
Medicine in Britain 1250-present; The British 
sector of the Western Front, 1914-18: injuries, 
treatment and the trenches

Paper 2 has two sections: Superpower  
Relations 1941-1991: Cold War; and Henry  
VIII and his ministers.

Paper 3 Modern non-British depth study: 
Weimar and Nazi Germany 1918-39.

NB as this is a new course, individual topics 
taught may change.

How is the course structured and graded? 
There are three externally examined units at the end of 
Year 11. In particular, the course tests your ability to recall 
and use historical data, your ability to communicate 
your interpretations of events and evaluate how time 
affects perspectives. Exams last for between 1 hour 20 
mins and 1 hour 45 mins depending on the paper. Time 
management is an essential key to success at GCSE History.

Will this course be suitable for me? 
If you have a genuine interest in the past and a 
willingness to connect the dots then the study of History 
is for you. It will help develop your analytical skills, your 
communication skills and provide you with a framework 
to relate modern issues to their historical roots.

What could this course lead to? 
An awareness and accumulation of skills provides an 
excellent foundation to study History at A-Level. It is 
recognised as one of the traditional subjects and is highly 
valued by both employers and universities.

“There is no such thing as a bad question... the 
teachers encourage you to have an opinion and 
express it openly - just remember to have the 
evidence to back it up.” Student

Course contact:  
Mr Chance 

 
Assessment: Examination only 

 
Progression: Accepted for Sixth  
Form entry
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Mathematics 
Edexcel GCSE   
Foundation Tier and Higher Tier

Students will study a wide range of topics, 
including Number, Algebra, Statistics and 
Measures, Probability, Geometry and Shapes. 
The topics will be split into calculator based 
and non-calculator. You will work through 
these topics using a range of interesting 
activities, many of which involve solving 
mathematical problems and applying 
mathematical understanding.

Mathematics 
OCR Entry Level

Students will study a wide range of topics, 
with the aim of further developing their 
basic maths skills. The course looks at the 
subject in a practical way, helping students 
to apply their maths to everyday life tasks, 
such as understanding percentages or making 
measurements.

How is the course structured and graded? 
The course is offered at two tiers. We will select the 
most appropriate tier for each student, based on their 
progress. Higher tier allows the student to achieve up 
to a Grade 9, whilst the Foundation paper is capped at 
grade 5. Final exams are linear based and will take place 
at the end of the two year course. Final assessment 
consists of three papers. Paper 1 is non-calculator, Paper 
2 and 3 are both calculator based, all for one hour and  
30 minutes.

Will this course be suitable for me? 
A minimum of grade 4 Maths is essential for many 
Sixth Form courses as it shows a general knowledge 
of Mathematics. All students must study Mathematics 
during Year 10 and 11; it is a compulsory subject for all 
pupils in the UK. 
 

“I’ve always enjoyed Maths and it makes such 
a difference having teachers who know their 
subject very well and are enthusiastic about it.” 
Student

 
What could this course lead to? 
A minimum grade 4 is needed for the next step in 
education. If you would like to go to university, a grade  
4 is needed to access many courses. If you don’t achieve 
a grade 4 the first time around, you will automatically  
be entered to retake it in the Sixth Form.

How is the course structured and graded? 
Assessment for entry level involves short written exams 
at the end of the two year course. The course will look 
at a range of mathematical areas, covering the key 
knowledge and skills necessary to achieve at Entry Level 
1, 2 or 3. 

Will this course be suitable for me? 
Some students find a GCSE Mathematics course too 
much at this stage. This course enables students to 
carry on studying and improving their basic maths skills 
at a more accessible level, without experiencing the 
frustration of studying a course that is too challenging. 
This course is ideal for students who are taking other 
Entry Level courses. 
 

“I’d found Maths really hard in the past, but 
taking this course was much better for me  
and I knew that I would complete it.” Student

 
What could this course lead to? 
After completing this course students could consider 
studying GCSE Maths at Foundation Level in the  
Sixth Form.

Course contact:  
Mr Follett 

 
Assessment: Examination only 

 
Progression: Accepted for Sixth Form 
entry

Course contact:  
Mr Follett 

 
Assessment: Coursework only 

 
Progression: Accepted for Sixth Form 
entry into Level 2 qualifications

C O R E  S U B J E C T C O R E  S U B J E C T
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How is the course structured and graded? 
The Certificate is made up of five units in total; two core 
and three optional, whilst the Diploma is made up of 
10 units; four core and six optional. The core units are 
generic in nature and teach you the transferrable skills 
that you will need in all subject areas, such as being 
organised or researching a topic. Where possible, units 
are linked together to form one assignment rather than 
completing five or ten separate units. 
 

“I really like this course. It has helped me to 
understand music in a new way. I was able to 
express my character through my compositions 
and my performances. It has really boosted 
my confidence.” Student

 
Will this course be suitable for me? 
To be successful on this course, for musicians it is helpful 
if you are learning at least one musical instrument at 
Grade 2 level and are able to identify notes on the treble 
clef stave. For actors you must be confident performing 
in front of a live audience and prepared to learn lines.

What could this course lead to? 
On completion of this course you will have the correct 
knowledge and experience to undertake a Level 2 course 
in Performing Arts or specialise in a GCSE in your chosen 
field. This course will suitable if you wish to learn more 
about the Performing Arts Industry.

BTEC Level 1  
Introductory Certificate/Diploma  

These qualifications provide a broad introduction 
to the Performing Arts sector and give you the 
opportunity to demonstrate increased skill levels. 
You will develop the necessary transferable  
and sector skills to progress more quickly.  
The qualifications prepare you for progression  
to Level 2 BTECs or other study programmes. 

Course contact:  
Mr Milton 

 
Assessment: Coursework only 

 
Progression: Works towards  
GCSE level

How is the course structured and graded? 
You will create two projects. The coursework project  
is worth 60% of your final mark. The set task is worth 
40%. You will have a controlled assessment at the end 
of your coursework project plus a 10 hour exam in the 
Spring term of Year 11 in which to complete one outcome 
for your set task project. 
 
Will this course be suitable for me? 
To be successful on this course you will need to be 
enthusiastic and committed to the subject. You will be 
required to put in an extra three hours a week on top 
of your timetabled lessons. If you are a creative and 
motivated student this is a fantastic course for you.  
We will advise you whether this GCSE or the Level 1 
option is the best route for you. 
 

“I really enjoyed this course, I now feel 
confident using my camera properly. There is 
a lot of work creating sketchbooks, as well as 
some written work, but I am really proud with 
what I produced.” Student

 
What could this course lead to? 
Students who take this course can go on to study it at 
AS/A2 Level. This further opens up fantastic pathways  
to Art Foundation Courses and Degrees in the Arts. 

OCR GCSE

You will create a portfolio of coursework plus 
a final exam project. Students are required 
to study different photographers and artists 
and make cultural links, to experiment with 
different techniques and to produce a personal 
final outcome. The coursework will be a 
bespoke project, inspired by your own interests, 
while the set task is chosen from the exam 
paper. You will learn about both the technical 
and creative aspects of photography.

Photography

Course contact:  
Mrs Haines 

 
Assessment: Examination only 
(including controlled assessment) 

 
Progression: GCSE accepted for Sixth 
Form entry

Performing 
Arts
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Eduqas GCSE 

Students study aspects of the beliefs and 
practices of two contrasting world faiths: 
Christianity and Buddhism. You will also  
study contemporary ethical issues from  
both a religious and secular point of view. 
In doing so, you will consider religious and 
other attitudes towards abortion, euthanasia, 
relationships, human rights, and good and evil

 
How is the course structured and graded? 
The course is assessed through examination only.  
There are three components: ‘Religious, Philosophical 
and Ethical Studies in the Modern World’ is assessed  
by a two hour examination and is worth a total of 
50% of the qualification; ‘The Study of Christianity’ 
has a one hour examination and is worth 25% of the 
final qualification; ‘The Study of a World Faith’ is also 
examined by an exam of one hour and is worth 25%  
of the final qualification. The course is awarded with  
the 9-1 grading system. 
 
Will this course be suitable for me? 
In order to do well in this subject you must be interested 
in exploring the beliefs of others and be able to see 
things from different perspectives. You will need to have 
good written English as the exams are mostly essay based. 
 

What could this course lead to? 
Further study in Religious Studies or Philosophy and 
Ethics in Sixth Form is possible. The key skills of analysis 
and structured argument are a good platform for study  
in other areas such as Law, Politics and History too.

“The GCSE is a great course. I really enjoyed 
looking at the different issues and learning 
about the different opinions out there.   
I especially liked ethics as it allowed me to 
express my views on some really great topics.” 
Student

Religious Studies 

Course contact:  
Mrs Davis

 
Assessment: Examination only 

 
Progression: GCSE accepted for Sixth 
Form entry

How is the course structured and graded? 
Content is split into six teaching topics and a practical 
skills topic that consists of a minimum of eight practical 
activities. Students will sit two exams at the end of the 
two year course; each exam with a duration of 1 hour 
45 minutes, and a weighting of 50%. The practicals 
carried out during the course will account for 15% of the 
questions asked in the examinations. GCSE qualifications 
are now graded on the scale: 9–1, where 9 is the highest. 
 

“It’s great that I can just study Biology. I always 
struggled with Chemistry and Physics. I love 
all the practical work too.” Student 

Will this course be suitable for me? 
If you are working at around Grade 2 or above in Year 
9 this may be the course for you. All assessment is 
by means of exams which are taken at the end of the 
two year course. Your teachers will recommend which 
Science course is suitable for you, taking into account 
your work in Year 9 and how likely you are to succeed  
on this course.

What could this course lead to? 
Attaining a grade 5 or above will allow you to progress 
to further study at Sixth Form at Level 3 (BTEC Science). 
Attainment of a 5 at GCSE in Science is often a 
prerequisite for going to college or Sixth Form. 

OCR GCSE in Biology A (Gateway Science)

This course covers the principles of Biology and 
topics covered include: Cell Level Systems (cell 
structures, what happens in cells, respiration, 
photosynthesis); Scaling Up (supplying the cell, 
the challenges of size); Organism Level Systems 
(coordination and control, maintaining internal 
environments); Community Level Systems 
(ecosystems); Genes Inheritance, Selection and 
Global challenges (monitoring and maintaining 
the environment; feeding the human race; 
monitoring and maintaining health). Practical 
work is also heavily involved and enhances the 
theoretical ideas covered.

Course contact:  
Mrs Adams 

 
Assessment: Examination only 

 
Progression: Accepted for Sixth Form 
entry

C O R E  S U B J E C T

Science
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OCR GCSE (9-1) in Combined Science  
A (Gateway Science)

This course covers the principles of Biology, 
Chemistry and Physics and topics covered 
include: Cell Level Systems: Organism 
Level Systems (Coordination, and Control 
& Maintaining Internal Environments); 
Ecosystems; Genes; Global Challenges; 
Particles; Elements; Compounds; Mixtures and 
Reactions; Matter; Forces; Waves; Electricity 
and Energy. Practical work is also heavily 
involved and enhances the theoretical ideas 
covered.

OCR Entry Level Science  
Science Plus

Students cover the basic ideas and principles  
of all three Sciences in this course. The 
emphasis is on applying the sciences in a useful 
way to everyday things. Much of the learning  
is practical based. 
 
“I find that the short units and tests mean  
I can learn the material in a short time.  
I really like the practical work and tasks.” 
Student

How is the course structured and graded? 
Most students will start their GCSE course in Year 9. 
Content is split into 18 teaching topics with a practical 
skills topics that consists of a minimum of 18 practical 
activities. Students will sit six exams at the end of the 
three year course; each exam is 1 hour 10 minutes. The 
practicals carried out during the course will account for 
15% of the questions asked in the examinations. GCSE 
qualifications are now graded on the scale: 9–1, where  
9 is the highest.

Will this course be suitable for me? 
If you are working at around Grade 3 or above in Year 
9 this may be the course for you. All assessment is 
by means of exams which are taken at the end of the 
two year course. Your teachers will recommend which 
Science course is suitable for you, taking into account 
your work in Year 9 and how likely you are to succeed  
on this course. 
 

“There is a lot of practical work in this course.  
This is the course to do if you like Science and 
it will let me to do the courses I want to in 
Sixth Form.” Student

 
What could this course lead to? 
Attaining a grade 5 or above will allow you to progress 
to further study at Sixth Form at Level 3 (BTEC Science). 
Attainment of a 5 at GCSE in Science is often a 
prerequisite for going to Sixth Form or college.

How is the course structured and graded? 
The course consists of a number of small units in Biology, 
Chemistry and Physics. Each unit has a short test and a 
‘Can Do Task’. Assessment is by means of accumulating 
points from the short tests and tasks as well as a longer 
assessed practical.

Will this course be suitable for me? 
If you are working at Grade 1+ this is the course for you. 
Your teacher will help advise you on what is the most 
suitable science course.

What could this course lead to? 
By completing this course to a good standard you  
could then progress to studying GCSE Biology in the 
Sixth Form.

C O R E  S U B J E C T C O R E  S U B J E C T

Course contact:  
Mrs Britten 

 
Assessment: Examination only 

 

Progression: Accepted for Sixth Form 
entry

Course contact:  
Mrs Britten 

 
Assessment: Coursework only 

 
Progression: Accepted for Sixth Form 
entry into Level 2 qualifications
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How is the course structured and graded? 
There is one exam in each skill (Listening, Reading, 
Writing and Speaking) at end of Year 11. In particular, the 
course tests your ability to recall vocabulary for each 
topic and accurately apply grammar rules. You have to 
be able to communicate both written and verbally in 
addition to understanding short extracts of listening 
recordings and reading passages. Exams last for between 
1 hour 15 mins and 20 mins depending on the paper. 
Higher Tier and Foundation Tier are available.  
 

“It is a useful language that looks good  
on your CV.” Student

 
Will this course be suitable for me? 
If you demonstrate good ability in Spanish at KS3 and 
you have genuine interest in the Spanish language and 
culture, then this course is for you. It will help develop 
your communication skills in the second largest language 
spoken in the world and give you confidence to travel  
to Spanish speaking countries.

What could this course lead to? 
The ability to communicate in a foreign language is a 
skill for life and something students should enjoy and 
find rewarding. It is useful for travelling and working 
in an international environment. An awareness and 
accumulation of skills provides an excellent foundation 
to study Spanish at A Level. It is highly valued by both 
employers and universities.

AQA GCSE

Students study all of the following themes 
on which the assessments are based. Each 
theme contains different topics in which new 
vocabulary and grammar for the four skills 
(Listening, Reading, Writing and Speaking)  
are consolidated.

Theme 1: Identity and culture (Topics: Me, my 
family and friends; Technology in everyday life; 
Free-time activities; Customs and festivals in 
Spanish speaking countries).

Theme 2: Local, national, international 
and global of interest (Topics: Home, town, 
neighbourhood and region; Social issues; Global 
issues; Travel and tourism).

Theme 3: Current and future study and 
employment (Topics: My studies; Life at school; 
Education post-16; Jobs, career choices and 
ambitions). 

Course contact:  
Mrs Pardo Argüello 

 
Assessment: Examination only 

 
Progression: Accepted for Sixth Form 
entry
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How is the course structured and graded? 
This qualification is available in a four unit Certificate 
form (equivalent to a GCSE). Three of the units are 
coursework based and externally moderated. The other 
unit is an exam that assesses your knowledge of injuries, 
prevention of injury and health and safety in sport. The 
first unit studied is Applying Principles of Training, then 
we prepare for the exam which is taken at the end of 
Year 10. In Year 11 you will study the Body’s Response  
to Exercise and finally Sports Psychology.

Will this course be suitable for me? 
To be successful on this course, you need to have an 
enthusiasm for sport, be it playing, watching or just 
wanting to learn more about your body. The course 
involves quite a bit of writing, with PowerPoint 
presentations and practical lessons. You will not be just 
playing sport but learning how to analyse and recognise 
good practice. This course will give you a well-rounded 
view on sport from biological views to practical issues.

What could this course lead to? 
Students taking this course have gone on to study sports 
related courses at Level 3 in our Sixth Form. Others  
have moved onto apprenticeships in the sport industry  
or employment in personal training.

Cambridge National Level 2 Certificate

You will learn about many aspects of Sport 
Science, particularly thinking about how the body 
works to enable humans to participate in sport 
and creating training programmes to improve 
sport performance. Time will be spent discovering 
how to recognise injury, deal with recovery 
and explore psychological factors that impact 
performance. You will also develop practical skills 
in fitness testing and training techniques.  

“I found that this course really helped to 
improve my understanding of how the body 
works and the effect that sport has on it. It 
gave me confidence to talk to others about my 
subject and my knowledge of how to look after 
myself increased. I now have a clear idea of 
what I want to do in the future, thanks to this 
course.” Student

Course contact:  
Miss Lea 

 
Assessment: Mix of coursework  
and examination 

 
Progression: Accepted for Sixth Form 
entry


